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college buildings in the cities. At one session,
on July 3, 1880, after extensive study of the
question, the Parliament voted that twenty-seven
lycees be built.1 In important centres fine edi-
fices have been constructed for higher education.
Twenty-five thousand school-houses have been
built or rebuilt, to which were devoted no less
than 800,000,000 francs.2 From 1875 to 1905 the
number of primary schools increased from 71,-
000 to 81,000, the number of teachers from 110,-
000 to 151,000, and the pupils from 4,716,000 to
5J568,000.3 In thirty-three years the illiterate
have fallen from 56,116 to 11,044. The day of
dirty school-houses and of giving children differ-
ent instruction according to their poverty or
wealth is gone/ There is no longer the 'bane
de$ pauvres and the bane des riches., as they
existed in some towns. Attendance at school has
been made compulsory and tuition free.

The Republic recognises the birthright of
every child to a common education, and every-
thing is done for him to have it. If he is pre-
vented from attending school because he is
shoeless or because he has inadequate food, the
town is bound to provide the imperative needs.

1 Rambaud, Jules Ferry, p. 166.

2 Delpech and Lamy, op. dt., p. 21.
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* Rambaud, Jules Ferry, p. 144.